








August 28, 2008


PRESS RELEASE    

Memorial High School, located in the Memorial Villages, Houston, is beginning a second semester of its successful plastic bottle recycling program that was initiated in January 2008. Results from the Spring 2008 semester show that an average of 4000 bottles per week, a total of 75,000 bottles, were recycled and diverted from landfills.

The idea for the program was proposed and implemented by three concerned parents with ample help from the administration, custodians, the AP Environmental Science classes, and the students of MHS who did their part every day by using the recycling bins. Funding for the bins was provided by the PTA. Bottle pickup and recycling is provided by Reterra Plastics at no cost to the school.

Forty indoor recycle bins are located throughout the school and 12 outdoor bins are at the track, tennis, and field house areas. Only bottles labeled 1 (PET) or 2 (HDPE) inside the chasing arrows recycling symbol found on the bottom of bottles are being collected. PET is recycled into carpets, clothing, and fill for ski jackets and sleeping bags. Products such as plant pots, traffic cones, and outdoor benches and tables can be made from recycled HDPE.          
The AP Environmental Science classes played a vital role in educating and informing the student body by producing skits, making weekly audio and video announcements, and designing and hanging posters to attract attention. The custodial staff monitors and transports the full bags to a central storage location on the school grounds.

Schools both within and outside the Spring Branch School District (SBISD) have made inquiries about the program. One school, Westchester Academy for International Studies, is beginning its own bottle recycling program this fall semester which is based on the MHS program. MHS is proud to lead the way in SBISD and Houston with this endeavor. We are helping save landfill space and energy, and making strides in sustainable living and learning.

